
In another positive story Archaeolo-
gists studying the Mesolithic land-
scape are in advanced negotiations 
to secure a substantial European 
grant for continued research at Star 
Carr. We wish them well and look 
forward to the outcome of a new 
PhD project exploring ways to best 
interpret the hidden heritage. See 
Star Carr article below for more.  

Tim Burkinshaw 

Wetland Project Officer 

Welcome to a 
fresh round of 
news from the  
Wetland pro-
ject. This is-
sue features 
some exciting 
a n n o u n c e -
ments which 

give cause for optimism for the future 
of partnership working in the Carrs 
landscape. It is my hope that the 
Cayton and Flixton Carrs Project will 
evolve into a broader partnership 
which places greater emphasis on 
heritage and land-
scape.  

The last few months 
have seen some 
new opportunities 
arise from the government’s 2011 
White Paper  on the Natural Environ-
ment, which seeks to establish better 
integration of conservation and farm-

ing with the local economy 
and local decision makers 
across the wider landscape.  

‘Partnership Working’ is 
very fashionable at the mo-
ment. We are likely to see a 
number of new schemes 
emerge to promote more 
joined-up thinking about 
landscapes. You can read 
more about new partnership 
opportunities and how they might 
benefit the Vale of Pickering on the 
back page.  

In our farm stewardship 
schemes we have passed 
another milestone  with the 
eleventh Higher Level Stew-
ardship agreement commenc-
ing on 1st Nov. The farm at 

Staxton will bring another 65hec-
tares into HLS management, bring-
ing the total wet grassland to 330 ha   
between Muston and Sherburn. 
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the moment.” 

Update for the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project 

Archaeological investigations into Scarborough’s Stone Age landscape 
are hoping for a 1.5 million Euro boost from the European Research 
Council. The grant would secure an urgent programme of scientific inves-
tigations at and around Star Carr over five years. According to Dr Nicky 
Milner at The University of York, a Director of the Star Carr Project the 
funding would enable archaeologists to carry out a new programme of 
digs but also bring together over thirty specialists to analyse the data they 
gather. Leading experts in fields as diverse as palaeo-climatology, geo-
physics and soil chemistry will collaborate on the new research pro-
gramme. 

“We will be throwing a battery of new scientific techniques at Star Carr to 
get as much information as possible,” says Dr Milner. “The work is vital 
because the Star Carr site is deteriorating rapidly and there may not be 
much left in a few years’ time.”  

Star Carr, last year hailed as site of Britain’s oldest known ‘house’ at al-
most 10,000 years old is to be protected by Scheduling as an Ancient Monument by English Heritage, in recognition of its 
national importance. Work will also focus on the remarkably complete sequence of post-glacial sediments from Lake Flix-
ton, the lost wetland on whose shores Star Carr sat.  

A wider programme of study will explore options for interpreting the Mesolithic landscape and catalogue the vast quantity 
of artefacts the site has yielded to archaeological investigations spanning over 60 years. Other parts of the work are to look 
at nearby sites on the lost lake shore, such as Flixton Island, where even older human evidence has been recorded. 

Star Carr Walk On Sun 4
th
 December join a free guided walk to Star Carr to learn more about the hidden landscape and 

the wildlife of the Carrs. Meet at ‘The Dell’ in the centre of Eastfield by 10am, returning by 3pm. The walk will be 6-8 miles 
and negotiate open farmland including stiles and rough ground. Bring some lunch. Call Tim on 01723 374079 for details.  

STAR CARR ARCHAEOLOGY BOOST 



This year the wetland project invested in a detailed survey of breeding birds across ten 
HLS farms on The Carrs, providing a thorough baseline for the Eastern Carrs. The last 
newsletter included news from an interim report, part way through the survey season, 
showing promising signs of the wetland restoration work benefitting target bird species. 

We now have the full report of Chris Bradshaw’s findings for the Project area plus indi-
vidual farm summary reports for each agreement holder, suggesting ways to ensure land 
management continues to improve habitats and breeding success on the farms. See the 
inset box Breeding Bird Survey Highlights for some of the headline results. 

Survey Methods 

Chris carried out five survey visits per farm to get a clear picture of breeding bird territories and in particular to quantify the 
breeding productivity of Lapwings. This means the number of chicks per pair successfully reared and tells us a lot more 
than just how many breeding pairs are present. It is derived by counting numbers of chicks in four different stages of 

growth on five separate occasions around 3 weeks apart 
to estimate chick survival rates. Chris found that breed-
ing success varied enormously (from 0.1 to 1 chicks per 
pair) and some sites with a healthy density of breeding 
lapwings were in fact suffering from high levels of nest 
failure or chick mortality. This can be caused by preda-
tion by crows or foxes, but was perhaps exacerbated by 
the very dry conditions in spring or by poor habitat struc-
ture.  

Wader Potential 

The highest productivities were found on wetter sites, where sluiced 
ditches are spring-fed, thus less affected by the lack of rainfall.  At Pot-
ter Brompton Carr one very successful sluice retained shallow stand-
ing water in scrapes and low spots on two fields throughout the breed-
ing period, despite the record-breaking dry weather. This area sup-
ported good numbers of Lapwing plus Curlew and Snipe. It attracted in 
a few more unusual waders and ducks as well. Most farm sites have 
potential for wader populations to increase and benefit from predation 
control by game-keeping activity. As schemes develop it is hoped that 

the sward structure will become more 
attractive to the wading birds and the wet 
scrape features will stay wetter for longer 
when rainfall levels are more typical. 

The 2011 survey has provided a firm 
baseline of data against which to com-
pare progress in future years. Where 
comparable data were available some 
pleasing increases in small farmland 
birds are implied since HLS measures 
began eg Reed Bunting and Yellowham-
mer on Carr House Fm. A copy of  the 
breeding bird report may be obtained by 
e-mailing the Project Officer. 

BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 2011 
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Breeding Bird Survey Highlights 

• Wader populations were counted across ten  
farms totaling 2000 hectares and estimated for 
intervening Eastern Carrs, (east of Brompton) 

− 150 pairs of Lapwing on the Eastern Carrs; 
over half (78prs) nesting on HLS grassland 

− Average of 0.59 chicks fledged per pair. 
− 13 breeding Curlew territories; of which three  

confirmed on HLS wetland sites. 

− 3 breeding Snipe sites; of which two 
associated with HLS wet grassland sites. 

• Farmland birds had mixed fortunes eg: 

− 27 Yellow Wagtail territories much higher than 
previously thought in Scarborough area 

− Skylarks and Linnets on every farm, total of 
213 and 103 territories respectively 

− Barn Owls widespread, at least five active 
nests on HLS farms 

− Grey Partridge disappointing at just 9 pairs 

− Corn Bunting down from 9 singing males at 
Willerby Carr in 2009 to five this year in total, 
could be perilously close to disappearing from 
Eastern Vale of Pickering  
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
• Restore a nationally important wetland landscape. 

• Increase the wildlife value of the area. 
• Help farm businesses move away from intensive farm-
ing systems towards sustainable land management. 

• Improve the financial security of the farming commu-
nity. 

• Help to achieve targets contained in the Scarborough 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and in the UK 
BAP. 

• Protect a fragile and internationally important archaeo-
logical resource. 

• Improve flood storage and water quality for the Derwent 
River catchment. 

• Improve the quality of life for local communities by cre-
ating a more attractive and natural local environment. 

• Create a resource for tourism, recreation and educa-
tional purposes. 
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PROJECT SITE PROFILEPROJECT SITE PROFILEPROJECT SITE PROFILEPROJECT SITE PROFILESSSS    

GROVE FARM, CAYTONGROVE FARM, CAYTONGROVE FARM, CAYTONGROVE FARM, CAYTON    

CARR HOUSE FARM, SEACARR HOUSE FARM, SEACARR HOUSE FARM, SEACARR HOUSE FARM, SEAMERMERMERMER    

Location - 1km north of Staxton (Grid Reference TA025805) 

Size - 11ha (Whole farm size 56ha) 

Land Ownership - Mr. A. Sleightholme 

Access - Private Farm, nearest public footpath Star Carr to Flixton  

A small mixed farm with beef cattle, cereals and pasture. Wetland habitats 

include wet grassland, a pond complex used by Otter and Reed Warblers 

and some wet woodland in Flixton Carr Plantation. Carr House Farm sup-

ports a good range of farmland birds including Tree Sparrow, Linnet and 

Reed Bunting. Waders are represented by nesting Lapwing and Curlew 

plus Whimbrel during passage periods. Over-wintered stubbles are impor-

tant for Yellowhammers and wild bird crops for Grey Partridge. 

MANOR FARM, MUSTONMANOR FARM, MUSTONMANOR FARM, MUSTONMANOR FARM, MUSTON    

Location - Cayton (Grid Reference TA045815) 

Size - 35ha (Whole farm size 105ha) 

Land Ownership - Mr S. Craggs, Cayton Farmers Ltd. 

Access - public bridleway from Flixton Bridge to Carr House Lane 

This farm, the first in the wetland project starting HLS in 2006, has 35ha of 

restored wet grassland plus substantial areas of game cover. Grove Farm 

plays host to a significant wintering Snipe population. Rushy pasture is 

managed annually to improve the habitat and encourage Snipe to stay on 

to nest. More open pastures attract up to 15 breeding pairs of Lapwing. 

Artificial scrapes dug in 2008 provide feeding opportunities for wader 

chicks, Yellow Wagtail, and Tree Sparrow. Water vole and Otter have both 

been encountered on the farm’s network of wet ditches. 

Locations - Flixton Bridge and Flotmanby Carr (TA080802) 

Size - 43ha (Whole farm size 76ha) 

Land Ownership - Mr. P. Chapman 

Access - Green Lane and bridleway loop linked to the Wolds Way 

This pastoral farm comprises two sites along side the River Hertford,  

grazed by sheep and cattle The Muston land abuts Well Springs at the top 

end of the Hertford. This site is good for Snipe, Yellow Wagtail and Lap-

wing, benefitting from a system of sluices and in-field scrapes since 2010. 

The Flixton fields, visible from Flixton Bridge are shaping up nicely as 

breeding wader grassland, but also contain important archaeological sites 

which were  islands in Lake Flixton during the Stone Age. 

Currently eleven farm sites fall under the umbrella of the Wetland Project, each 

being subject Higher Level Stewardship Agreements which feature wetland 

options. The majority of these area are termed “wet grassland”, which means the 

fields have seasonal wet features until late spring, but dry out in summer and 

autumn. In total over 2000 hectares of farmland are managed by HLS of which 

330 hectares are “wetland” options. Continuing our focus on stewardship sites 

here is a selection from the eastern side of the project, which have now been in 

HLS for two years or more.  
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PARTNERSHIP WORKING PARTNERSHIP WORKING PARTNERSHIP WORKING PARTNERSHIP WORKING     

RECENT SIGHTINGSRECENT SIGHTINGSRECENT SIGHTINGSRECENT SIGHTINGS    

Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project 
Contact the Wetland Project Officer - Tel: 01723 232323 or E-mail: tim.burkinshaw@scarborough.gov.uk  

Breeding waders are a key biodiversity target of the Project but the Carrs form important habitats 

throughout the year for many other species of wildlife. In autumn and winter the banks of the 

Hertford are a good vantage point to spot Roe Deer, hunting Barn Owl and wintering flocks of 

Golden Plover. The very fortunate may even spot an Otter or a Water Rail; Flixton Bridge or 

Folkton Bridge are good places to observe from. Autumn rains have begun to refill wader 

scrapes on the HLS sites and wintering Snipe are already taking up residence on rushy pasture. 

As well as winter visitors such as Fieldfare and Redwing, the ranks of our more familiar species 

eg Robins and Blackbirds are swelled in numbers from the continent. Buntings and finches flock 

together in mixed groups, alighting on weedy stubbles or wild bird mixes. Check flocks for Yel-

lowhammers, Linnets and Goldfinches. On rough grassland or set-aside keep a look out for 

Short Eared Owls. Geese and ducks will seek out fields with standing water which become more 

prevalent on the Carrs after Christmas, including Whooper Swans, Wigeon and Teal, while the 

bare fields enable Hares to be seen with ease. 

A good place to report bird sightings is on the 

BTO Birdtrack site: www.bto.org/volunteer-

surveys/birdtrack Once you have set up log in 

details its easy to keep track of all your bird 

records. Birdtrack feeds in to local and na-

tional recording schemes and helps build up a 

valuable database for conservation schemes.   

A number of new opportunities have arisen in the last few months which all emphasise working in Partnership on a wider landscape 

scale . It is difficult to paint a clear picture of what will emerge, but it seems likely that the next phase of The Carrs Project will 

encompass a broader scope of organisations, interests and individuals working together to benefit the local economy and natural assets 

of the Vale. We are interested in your opinions, so if you would like to get involved in future consultation about the Project then do 

contact the Project Officer to register your interest. Here is a quick outline of some of the exciting new developments: 

Waterways Partnership The LEADER Programme for East Riding and North Yorkshire- Coast, Wolds, Wetlands & Waterways 

(CWWW ) has set up a Waterways Partnership for the canals, rivers and wetlands of the Programme area, which includes the Hertford 

and Derwent and the southern Parishes of the Vale of Pickering. A Technical Forum and a Community Forum have been set up to 

handle the diverse range of interests and issues. The Partnership aims to make the best of the area’ s waterways by offering advice, 

support and a means to resolve conflicting interests on the waterways to benefit the rural community. Contact the Waterways 

Partnership Co-ordinator: James Cokeham, james.cokeham@eastriding.gov.uk 01482 391752 

Local Nature Partnerships DEFRA are considering a number of proposals for LNPs in North Yorkshire. These broad, strategic 

partnerships are intended to engender better integration between the business and commerce sectors and conservation interests. The 

Carrs fall within two proposed LNPs, The Upper Derwent Catchment LNP and North Yorkshire and York LNP.  

Nature Improvement Areas The Lawton Review, which led to this year’s Natural Environment White Paper recommended ‘More, 

Better, Bigger and Joined-up’ areas for protecting biodiversity in the countryside. Natural England are deliberating over the award of a 

first tranche of ‘Nature Improvement Areas’ funding (NIAs) for England to commence April 2012. These are designed for defined 

landscape areas where habitat restoration and delivery will link and buffer designated sites, nature reserves etc. In the face of intense 

competition, a bid for The Vale of Pickering as an NIA has missed the shortlist but triggered some useful discussions about partnership 

working in the Vale. 

Heritage Lottery - Landscape Partnerships Fund A special fund of the Heritage Lottery has also been identified as very well suited to 

a project in the Vale of Pickering, bringing together a partnership to protect the significant heritage of the area - both historical and 

natural. The HLF LP fund is for discrete landscape areas with a well defined local sense of place and cultural identity. Early discussions 

are underway to explore the potential and the interest in a landscape partnership in the Vale of Pickering and what form this might take. 

For more information or to register an interest in community consultations about HLF please call the Project Officer on 07971 890969. 


