
along the entire river to its confluence 
with the Derwent near Ganton and a 
bit beyond! Do we need a new name 
that better encompasses our geo-
graphic remit? Let me know what you 
think… 

This winter we are launching an impor-
tant Community Consultation in col-
laboration with the Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust. On page two find out why we 
need your views on the special quali-
ties of your local area. There will be 
several ways to provide input such as 
questionnaires and village drop-in ses-
sions. Please do take part, it will inform 
future directions for projects and sup-
port applications for funding to invest 
in The Carrs landscape. 

Welcome to 
Wetland News, 
from The Cay-
ton and Flixton 
Carrs Wetland 
Project. I hope 
you will find lots 
to interest you, 
whether you are into wildlife, farm-
ing, local heritage or landscapes. 

In September archaeologists were  
digging at Flixton Carr Stone Age 
site. Read more about their research 
on page two. We teamed up with the 
Star Carr Project and Scarborough 
Museums Trust for the 
wetland project’s first 
Heritage Open Day, as 
part of an annual na-
tionwide event. Over 
200 people attended 
free talks, walks and 
tours to learn about the Mesolithic wet-
land  landscape and the modern habi-
tats being restored on The Carrs by 
wetland project farmers.  

Farm stewardship work has al-
ways  been at the heart of the 
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Partnership Working. Very much a 
buzz word. The Wetland Project could 
not have got far without it, but times 
change and new challenges arise. 
Having established a network of 
wetland habitats on working farmland 
through effective partnership working 
we are looking to draw  together a new 
set of partners for a bigger, bolder 
challenge to develop a Landscape 
Partnership. Engaging with local 
communities and interest groups will 
be key and we’d love to hear from you 
over the coming months if you have 
thoughts to share. 

The intention is to provide economic, 
social and environmental benefits for 
the rural economy. The project looks to 

weave together the various stories of 
The Carrs landscape at the eastern 
end of the Vale of Pickering, including 
natural history, geology and climate 
studies and the role of humans in 
shaping the landscape we see today 
from Stone-Age wetland 11,000 years 
ago to modern agriculture with thanks 
to nineteenth century civil engineering 
and drainage. It is hoped to submit a 
bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
next spring.  

For the HLF Landscape Partnership 
fund, bids for 2013 close at the end of 
May. These are big projects lasting 5-6 
years and employing a dedicated team 
of staff. We are some way off 
submitting a bid, but a lot of work is 

going on behind the scenes to start the 
ball rolling. A preliminary meeting with 
HLF staff was held in October. Read 
about Landscape Partnerships on the 
HLF website www.hlf.org.uk 

As a preliminary to the HLF bid, 
funding has been granted by the 
LEADER Waterways Partnership (East 
Riding and North Yorkshire) towards a 
Community Consultation study on the 
Hertford and upper Derwent. This will 
commence in November to raise 
awareness and to identify what 
aspects of the environment, heritage 
and economy local people value most 
and wish to see interpreted and 
conserved.  

Project. For readers new to this, a 
good flavour of the schemes will be 
gleaned from the case studies on 
page three, summarising a further 3 of 

our eleven farms taking part 
in Higher Level Stewardship 
for wetland habitats on The 
Carrs. 

The astute observer will no-
tice that the Project has out-

grown its original name – its reach 
now extends from Muston Carr, near 
the source of the Hertford westwards 

Follow us on Twitter!  @CarrsWetland 

Like us on Facebook! - facebook.com/
TheCarrsWetlandProject 

The astute observer 

will notice that the 

Project has out-grown 

its original name ... 

Sunset over the Derwent from Yedingham Bridge 

Tim Burkinshaw 

The Social media-savvy among you 
may have already encountered our 
recent arrival in the world of Twitter: 
@CarrsWetland or on Facebook 
‘liked’ the Carrs Wetland Project page. 
I am learning fast, with help from a 
Hull Uni student Bryonie, who is volun-
teering a day a week to develop our 
Communications side of the project. 
She is working on a fresh website 
which hope to launch in the spring.  



Funding for the Star Carr Project 

The University of York has been awarded a large 
grant from the European Research Council which 
has secured a further five years of archaeological 
research at Star Carr and other surrounding sites. ‘The Postglacial 
Project’ focuses on collecting climatic and environmental data from 
the peat, linked to evidence of human occupation, shortly after the 
last ice age. This research is building a picture of what life was like 
for Stone-Age hunter-gatherers around 10,000-8,000 BC in the 
Mesolithic period. Fieldwork this year focused on ‘Flixton Island’, a 
site close to Flixton Bridge once surrounded by marshland. The digs 
uncovered evidence of flint-knapping and extinct wild horses. Local 
schoolchildren were among the visitors excited to unearth flint and 
other artifacts giving clues to our Stone Age past. 

Heritage Open Days 2012  Wetlands Ancient and Modern 

On the 8th of September, as part of the national Heritage Open Days 
events 180 visitors attended guided walks at Flixton, on the theme of ‘Wetlands  Ancient and Modern’. The event was arranged by the 
Wetland Project in partnership with the landowner and University of York. This gave local people an opportunity to take a guided tour of 
the dig site, where Prof. Nicky Milner gave a talk about their ongoing archaeological work. Visitors were also taken on a landscape inter-
pretation walk on the adjoining wetland  project site were the Wetland Project Officer, Tim Burkinshaw, talked about his work with local 
farmers and showed them first hand the work that is being done to recreate the wetland habitat. Earlier the same week a capacity audi-
ence attended Tim’s talk on the same theme at Woodend Gallery in Scarborough where some of the famous artifacts from Star Carr’s 
earliest investigations were put on show from the Scarborough Collections. 

Star Carr Festival 

The Star Carr Project, The University of York 
and Scarborough Museums Trust organized 
a Mesolithic festival in Scarborough that took 
place on the 23rd of September ’12 which 
offered a day of talks, museum tours, story 
telling and activities at Wood End Gallery. 

Over 140 people attended and future similar activities are being planned. A 
series of Mesolithic inspired activities are being developed for the Young 
Archaeologists Club by York PhD student Emily Hellewell. For more info 
contact erh513@york.ac.uk and visit www.starcarr.com  

Vale of Pickering SOS 
Not aTitanic distress call but a treasure trove of information on local heritage value and its importance 
in the wider world. A document entitled ‘A Statement of Significance for the Vale of Pickering’, which 
was commissioned by English Heritage and published in May 2012 draws together the numerous and 
sometimes surprising ways in which the Vale of Pickering is an important cultural landscape. Maybe 
you may know about Star Carr – one of the UK’s premier research sites for the Mesolithic period but 
did you know for instance that Brompton was the birthplace of aviation? Or that the Vale contains a 
remarkable density of Anglo-Saxon churches? It is in places a quite learned document, aimed at 
planners and decision-makers, but the intelligent lay-person will find it a rich source of information 
gleaned from a wide consultation with many expert groups and organisations in the locality. A 
shorter public version is being prepared but you can find the full document on the author’s web-
site: www.lucooke.wordpress.com or  http://ow.ly/f9Qvu 
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For more about The Star Carr Archeology Project 

visit their website - www.starcarr.com  

A super new booklet called 
‘The Story of Star Carr’ is on 
sale at Amazon or by emailing 
Professor Milner 
nicky.milner@york.ac.uk 
Proceeds help fund more free 
public archaeology activities.  

Hertford and Derwent Carrs Community Consultation  

This winter, there will be an opportunity for people to have an 
input to the direction and focus of a new Landscape Partner-
ship which The Wetland Project is developing in collaboration 
with The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and local consultants Bowles
-Green.  Details of community workshops, questionnaires and 
public forums will be released very soon. If you wish to make 
sure that we send you an invitation please email: har-

riet.linfoot@ywt.org.uk to register your interest.  

If you would like to keep up to date on news from the Wetland 
Project then like us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
CarrsWetland) or follow @CarrsWetland on Twitter! 

“The Postglacial Project focuses on collecting 

climatic and environmental data from the peat..”  
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CHURCH FARM, FOLKTONCHURCH FARM, FOLKTONCHURCH FARM, FOLKTONCHURCH FARM, FOLKTON    

LINGHOLM FARM, LEBBELINGHOLM FARM, LEBBELINGHOLM FARM, LEBBELINGHOLM FARM, LEBBERSTONRSTONRSTONRSTON    

Location - Lebberston Carr (Grid Reference TA075813) 

Size - 23.5ha (Whole farm size 460ha) 

Agreement holder - Mr. S. Woodhouse 

Access - Private farm land, limited access via public rights of way. 

A large arable farm which contains some peatland fields near to the river 

which are being restored to wet grassland. To bring this farm into the scheme 

an arrangement was made whereby the neighbouring farmer, just to the east, 

grazes his sheep and cattle on the land to manage the HLS grassland. A sys-

tem of sluices and scrapes have been put in place to manipulate the water 

table. Yellow Wagtail can be found nesting in the arable fields and wintering 

Snipe have been seen in the wet grassland. Other birds that are benefiting 

include Lapwing and Barn owl. This farm also has its own holiday cottages. 

INGS LANE, STAXTONINGS LANE, STAXTONINGS LANE, STAXTONINGS LANE, STAXTON    

Location - Folkton (Grid Reference TA055800) 

Size - 26ha (Whole farm size 55ha) 

Agreement holder- Mr. B. Found 

Access - Private farm land, open views across Carr from River Hertford bank, 

west of Folkton Bridge. 

A small pastoral farm grazed by cattle. Before signing up for the HLS scheme it 

was part of the Countryside Stewardship scheme for 20 years. The site con-

tained old ditch dams made with railway sleepers and these have been up-

graded along with additional sluices being installed and scrapes dug out in 

2011. With these enhancements it is hoped that more Lapwing will be attracted 

to the area. Other breeding birds that have been seen on site include Curlew, 

Skylark, Meadow Pipits and Tree Sparrow. 

Locations - Ings lane, Staxton (TA014793) 

Size - 20ha (Whole farm size 65ha) 

Agreement holder- Mr. T. Burton 

Access - Private farmland, public footpath down Ings Lane. 

The most recent farm to join the scheme with capital works carried out early 

spring 2012. A small, mixed farm with permanent pasture on The Carrs, which 

is grazed by cattle, and cereal crops Wold land. There are breeding records of 

Curlew, Lapwing and Oystercatcher on site. The barn on Ings Lane contains 

built-in nest boxes which are used by a colony of Tree Sparrows as well as 

larger boxes for Stock Doves and Barn Owl. A remnant of chalk grassland on 

Staxton Brow is also part of the farm and will be managed to enhance the wild-

flower species.  

Currently eleven farm sites fall under the umbrella of the Wetland Project, each 

being subject Higher Level Stewardship Agreements which feature wetland 

options. The majority of these area are termed “wet grassland”, which means 

the fields have seasonal wet features until late spring, but may dry out in 

summer and autumn. In total over 2000 hectares of farmland are managed in 

stewardship of which 330 hectares are “wetland” HLS options. Previous issues 

of Wetland News have focussed on profiling six of the farms within the project 

and here are another three.  



Winter Birding on The Carrs    

Autumn and winter walks on The Carrs can be great for wildlife watching. Be sure to wrap up warmly and 
take a hot drink as the open landscape offers wide vistas but shelter can be limited. Seasonal birding speci-
alities include large flocks of lapwing attracted to flooded areas to feed or roost. Golden Plover often associ-
ate with Lapwing so it is worth scanning the flocks if you have binoculars. These wintering wader flocks will 
grow in number as winter sets in, along with wildfowl such as Teal. If a flock takes to the air suddenly it may 
have been spooked by a bird of prey such as a Peregrine.  

Berry-bearing hedgerows attract Redwings and Fieldfares which arrive from colder climes for our milder 
winters. This year the BTO has begun a winter thrushes survey, which you may like to take part in if you 
walk a regular route. www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/winter-thrushes If you are lucky enough to spot 
some of our influx of Waxwings they too can be counted in the winter thrushes survey. 

Being reared in numbers for the shooting season game birds are conspicuous at this time of year particu-

larly Pheasant and Red-legged Partridge. We have a good population of the native Grey Partridge too, 

which has suffered big declines nationally. Grass margins along hedgerows are good places to keep alert 

for them. They more striking in plumage than the name suggests with a beautiful chestnut colouring on 

the face, but at a distance the distinctive alarm call is a help in identifying them. The RSPB has a handy 

sound clips of birds on its website. www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/g/greypartridge/index.aspx  

National Mammal Atlas Mammals in Britain are critically under-recorded. To address this, The Mammal Society is compiling a National 
Mammal Atlas, the first for over 20 years, which will provide a detailed, up-to-date picture of mammal distribution and abundance across 
the British Isles. Records submitted will build the atlas and provide vital information about mammals over the last 15 years, to help under-
stand and conserve mammals. They need your records, common or rare since the year 2000  http://www.mammal.org.uk/nmap  

 

 

Wetland News Wetland News Wetland News Wetland News ----    Autumn/Winter 2012/13Autumn/Winter 2012/13Autumn/Winter 2012/13Autumn/Winter 2012/13    Page 4Page 4Page 4Page 4    

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS SEASONWHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS SEASONWHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS SEASONWHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS SEASON    

Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project 
Contact the Wetland Project Officer - Tel: 01723 374079 or E-mail: tim.burkinshaw@scarborough.gov.uk  

PROJECT OBJECTIVESPROJECT OBJECTIVESPROJECT OBJECTIVESPROJECT OBJECTIVES    
• Restore a nationally important wetland landscape. 
• Increase the wildlife value of the area, particularly 
by enhancing habitats for breeding waders. 

• Protect a fragile and internationally important     
archaeological resource. 

• Improve water quality for the Derwent catchment. 
• Help farm businesses to operate less intensive 
farming systems for sustainable land management. 

• Improve the financial security of the local farming 
community. 

• Help to achieve targets contained in Local Biodiversity 
Action Plans. 

• Improve quality of life for local communities by creat-
ing a more attractive and natural local environment. 

• Create a resource for tourism, recreation and        
educational purposes. 

GET INVOLVEDGET INVOLVEDGET INVOLVEDGET INVOLVED————CONSULTCONSULTCONSULTCONSULTATION / NEWSLETTERATION / NEWSLETTERATION / NEWSLETTERATION / NEWSLETTER    

To take part in the Community Consultation study this winter (Dec-Feb) please contact Harriet Linfoot at Yorkshire Wildlife 

Trust: harriet.linfoot@ywt.org.uk 07771 372620 or provide the details below to: Wetland Project Officer, Environmental 

Services, Manor Road Nurseries, Manor Road, Scarborough YO12 7RY  Email:  carrswetlandproject@scarborough.gov.uk 

Name________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact no.___________________________________ Email___________________________________________________ 

I would like to take part in the Consultation  Yes / No  I would like to receive further newsletters by email   Yes / No  


