
vation on flood-prone Carr land. The 
non-wetland areas of HLS farmland 

are managed with heri-
tage, wildlife or land-
scape benefits in mind. 
Examples include nec-
tar-rich seed mixes, 
sacrificial crops of wild 
bird seed, grass buffers 
along watercourses and 
options to reduce culti-

vation depth over archaeological 
features. 

In total these stewardship agree-
ments are worth £1.8 million in EU 
grants to the local farming economy 
over 10 years. The challenge now is 
to find ways to continue working 
with landowners to deliver these 
wetland commitments and to moni-
tor the sites as they develop. Work 
is underway to produce a review 
document for the Project's achieve-
ments and make the case for future 
developments as existing funding 
will see the Project through to March 
2012. There is much optimism for 
addressing wider objectives of tour-
ism, education and community in-
volvement while continuing to help 
farmers manage their land for envi-
ronmental benefit. Discussions are 
underway to explore new funding 
mechanisms for this work from 
March 2012 onwards. 

Tim Burkinshaw 

Wetland Project Officer 

A Brief History 

The Cayton 
and Flixton 
Carrs Wet-
land Project 
is an ambi-
tious wetland 
res to ra t i on 
scheme that 
aims to re-

store the lower parts of the River 
Hertford floodplain which has been 
subject to rigorous agricultural drain-
ing into a nature rich wet grassland. 

Starting with a few fields at Star 
Carr near Flixton the project now 
spans from Ganton to Muston and 
helps many landowners secure 
funding from Natural 
England called Higher 
Level Agreements, to 
restore their fields that 
are less agriculturally 
productive into rich 
grazed wet grassland 
habitat. This is an im-
portant habitat for 
many types of field and wading birds 
including lapwing, curlew, red shank 
and snipe, all of which are on the 
red list of the BOCC (Birds of Con-
servation Concern). 

2010/2011 Progress Update 

  Great progress has been made in 
the last year on capital works for 
farm sites. A good deal of this work 
such as installing carefully located 

sluices and wader scrapes took 
place through autumn 2010 and 
spring 2011 so this is 
the first breeding sea-
son since re-wetting on 
half of the farms. De-
spite an exceptionally 
dry start to the breeding 
season we have had 
some notable success 
stories. (Read our 
‘Farm Profile’ elsewhere in this 
newsletter.) Where wet features 
have remained throughout the driest 
March and April in memory they 
have benefitted waders from a wide 
area of adjacent farmland. Chris 
Bradshaw’s update on the bird sur-
vey work he is undertaking this 

spring shows much 
cause for optimism. 
(See ‘Bird Surveys’). 

Under the umbrella of 
the Project there are 
now 10 live Higher 
Level Stewardship farm 
agreements, totalling 

2000 hectares. All ten farms feature 
wet grassland restoration and repre-
sent a combined commitment to 300 
hectares of this valuable habitat on 
the Carrs. A brief overview of the 
current farm agreements is included 
below. HLS wet grassland options 
aim to provide enhanced breeding 
sites for ground nesting waders 
such as curlew and lapwing whilst 
providing a sustainable alternative 
to the drainage and intensive culti-
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The word ‘wetland’ may 

conjure up images of lakes 

or marshes but in fact the 

term extends to any land 

habitat where the soils are 

wet for a significant part of 

the year. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
• Restore a nationally important wetland landscape. 

• Increase the wildlife value of the area. 

• Help farm businesses move away from intensive farm-
ing systems towards sustainable land management. 

• Improve the financial security of the farming commu-
nity. 

• Help to achieve targets contained in the Scarborough 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and in the UK 
BAP. 

• Protect a fragile and internationally important archaeo-
logical resource. 

• Improve flood storage and water quality for the Der-
went River catchment. 

• Improve the quality of life for local communities by cre-
ating a more attractive and natural local environment. 

• Create a resource for tourism, recreation and educa-
tional purposes. 

Update for the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project 



Ornithologist Chris Bradshaw 

is currently undertaking a 

breeding bird survey on all of 

the project sites. He will visit 

each site at least three times 

during the breeding season to 

monitor the numbers of paired 

and breeding birds. Here are 

some interesting findings from his interim report in May 

2011. 

The spring has been characterised by unusually dry condi-

tions and as a result many of the new scrapes have been 

dry throughout the season, or have dried up prematurely. 

The dry conditions have clearly had an effect on the breed-

ing waders.   

The dry conditions have resulted in many of the sites hav-

ing rather lower than hoped  for water levels. Nevertheless 

there have been some highly successful results at Potter 

Brompton Carr, where two fields have excellent water lev-

els that are being appreciated by good numbers of breed-

ing Lapwings and passage waders in particular.  

Predator pressure has been high on many sites, with those 

in the vicinity of the Seamer Carr Landfill site being particu-

larly susceptible to predation by crows. There is also evi-

dence of predation by ground predators, such as fox and 

stoat. 

Lapwings  

The survey sites hold a population of at least sixty-

five pairs of Lapwing, although outside the survey 

sites there are estimates of 70 pairs showing territo-

rial behaviour. Therefore we have an estimated to-

tal population of a hundred and thirty-five pairs in 

the eastern Vale of Pickering.  

The failure rates have been high, with many clutches not 

hatching. The high level of predator pressure on some sites 

is definitely an issue. In addition the dry conditions may be 

preventing some adults from obtaining sufficient food to get 

into good condition for egg laying.  

On a more positive note, those early clutches that have 

survived to hatching seem to be doing quite well, with rea-

sonable numbers of chicks appearing on a number of sites, 

some of which are already at the well-feathered stage of 

development.   

Other Waders 

Snipe have been observed display-

ing on Well Springs, near Muston. 

Up to four have been present on Pot-

ter Brompton Carr, but no sign of 

breeding behaviour has been 

noted...yet!  

Redshank have been sited, but as yet they has been no 

breeding behaviour observed. 

Eleven pairs of territorial Curlews have been spotted 

through out the project area, and it appears that other  ad-

ditional birds from the surrounding areas are coming in to 

feed in the same sites.  

There have also been a number of passage waders visiting 

the site especially in the east near Potter Brompton. Many 

notable species including Whimbrel, Wood Sandpiper, 

Greenshank, Little Ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-

tailed Godwits and most impressively Avocet. 

There are only seven previous 

records of avocet in the Scarbor-

ough birder’s Recording area. 

Farmland Species 

Species such as Skylark, Linnet 

and Yellowhammer are apparently 

doing well and occur commonly 

across almost all survey sites. There is some evidence of a 

significant increase in Skylark numbers. 

At least twenty Yellow Wagtail territories have been located 

so far with Willerby Carr and East Heslerton/Potter Bromp-

ton Carr accounting for the lions share.  

Kestrels and Barn Owls have been observed throughout 

the area. Barn Owls have apparently active nests at three 

of these holdings. A single Turtle Dove on Potter 

Brompton Carr is the only encounter with this 

species so far. Willow Tits have been observed 

along the river at the northern end of Willerby 

Carr. Corn Buntings have been very elusive, with 

just three singing birds located so far, all on 

Willerby Carr. 

A list of recent sightings can be found on page 4 
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Target bird species set to benefit from the wetland 

restoration project. 

• Lapwing 

• Redshank 

• Curlew 

• Snipe 

• Yellow Hammer 

Also benefitting from the HLS agreement on associated 

arable land. 

• Grey Partridge 

• Corn Bunting 

• Turtle Dove  

• Tree Sparrow 

Page 2Page 2Page 2Page 2    
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PROJECT SITE PROFILEPROJECT SITE PROFILEPROJECT SITE PROFILEPROJECT SITE PROFILESSSS    

STAR CARR, SEAMERSTAR CARR, SEAMERSTAR CARR, SEAMERSTAR CARR, SEAMER    

MANOR FARM, WILLERBY CARRMANOR FARM, WILLERBY CARRMANOR FARM, WILLERBY CARRMANOR FARM, WILLERBY CARR    

Location - 2km northwest of Staxton (Grid Reference TA006480) 

Size - 44ha (Whole farm size 375ha) 

Land Ownership - WR Hill and Sons 

Access - Private farm land, public bridleway along Willerby Carr Lane  

Part of a large arable farm, these grassland fields are managed for 

breeding waders including Curlew, Oystercatcher and Lapwing. Natu-

rally wet in winter the breeding habitat has been enhanced by the 

creation of shallow “wader scrapes” in many fields together with water 

levels managed by sluices in the spring. Sheep and cattle grazing cre-

ates the right habitat for these nesting birds. Other highlights across 

the whole farm are Willow Tits, Yellow Wagtails and Corn Buntings.   

POTTER BROMPTON FARMPOTTER BROMPTON FARMPOTTER BROMPTON FARMPOTTER BROMPTON FARMS, POTTER BROMPTON CARRS, POTTER BROMPTON CARRS, POTTER BROMPTON CARRS, POTTER BROMPTON CARR    

Location - Seamer (Grid Reference TA029812) 

Size - 18ha 

Land Ownership - Scarborough Borough Council 

Access - public footpath from Seamer to Flixton  

One of the original sites which led to the formation of the Wetland 

Project, this field has important archaeology where the shore line of 

ancient Lake Flixton was used by Stone Age humans. This  former 

arable field is now manage as grass land for ground nesting birds 

such Skylark and Lapwings and has feature which flood in the winter 

and early spring. The wet ditch have botanical interest and signs of 

Otter activity have been noted. 

Location - 2km northwest of Ganton (SE975787) 

Size - 72ha (Whole farm size 239ha) 

Land Ownership - PB Farms Ltd 

Access - Private farm land, nearest public bridleway from Ganton level 

crossing to Wykeham passes the eastern side of the site.  

Restoration of these field began in 2010 to enhance them for breeding 

waders. The large program of scrape creation, and water level man-

agement started in September 2010 has begun to attract good num-

bers of waders to nest these include Lapwing, Curlew and Snipe to-

gether with ducks and geese, and smaller birds like Yellow Wagtails.  

Currently ten farm sites fall under the umbrella of the wetland Project , each being 

subject Higher Level Stewardship Agreements which feature wetland options. The 

majority of these area are termed “wet grassland”, which means the fields have 

seasonal wet features until late spring, but dry out in summer and autumn. In total 

over 2000 hectares of farmland are managed by HLS of which 300 hectares are 

“wetland” options. Here are a selection from the western side of the project. Other 

sites will be features in future newsletters and include farms from Folkton, Muston, 

and Cayton.   
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WETLAND PROJECT PARTNERS 
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GET INVOLVED GET INVOLVED GET INVOLVED GET INVOLVED     
Fill in and return this form to the Wetland Project Officer, Parks and Countryside Services, Manor Road Nurseries, Manor 

Road, Scarborough YO12 7RY, or alternatively contact us by email at carrswetlandproject@scarborough.gov.uk  

Name  

Address  

Telephone  

Email  

Comments  

Please tick which aspects you would like to see featured in future 

newsletters. 

General news updates and progress  

News of works on project farm sites  

Land Management advice  

Habitats, species or biodiversity info  

Info on Environmental Stewardship/HLS  

Links to other organisation and websites  

Site locations and rights of way  

Recommended sites and access for wildlife watching  

Heritage and archaeology interpretation  

Community representation/liaison contact  

Events (guided walks, nature related activities)  

Volunteering opportunities (practical, survey, educational, 

admin 

 

Please tick if you would be interested in the following activities  

I would like to receive further newsletters by post  

I would like to receive further newsletters by email  

���� 

• Whimbrel 

• Wood Sandpiper 

• Greenshank 

• Black-tailed Godwit 

• Bar-tailed Godwit 

• Teal 

• Gadwall 

• Wigeon 

• Quail 

• Grasshopper Warbler 

• Reed Warbler 

• Reed Bunting 

• Tree Sparrow 

• Merlin 

• Peregrine 

• Marsh Harrier 

Recent sightings of birds living or 

visiting the wetland project sites 

• Skylark 

• Linnet 

• Yellowhammer 

• Yellow Wagtail 

• Kestrel 

• Barn Owl 

• Turtle Dove 

• Willow Tits 

• Corn Bunting 

• Lapwing 

• Snipe 

• Redshank 

• Curlew 

RECENT SIGHTINGSRECENT SIGHTINGSRECENT SIGHTINGSRECENT SIGHTINGS    

Contact the Wetland Project Officer - Tel: 01723 374079 or Email: tim.burkinshaw@scarborough.gov.uk  


